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Restriction: These Power Point slides are intended for 
programs in New York State that use the New York Early 
Learning Guidelines and that participated in the New 
York State Office of Early Learning P-3 Professional 
Learning Series on 12-5-2019. This resource will be 
posted through January 1, 2020. You may use the 
content for within-organization training, but please do 
not repost on the web. Thank you. 
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QUESTIONS?

Get in touch with me:
www.mariemasterson.com



Resources to Grow!

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZ0_b99qHPAhUHfiYKHUXhCo0QjRwIBw&url=http://educationalia.blogspot.com/2014/12/pearson-education.html&psig=AFQjCNEOfDoCu6Jd0vbpaBosCBXafuf6hg&ust=1474597791512188
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZ0_b99qHPAhUHfiYKHUXhCo0QjRwIBw&url=http://educationalia.blogspot.com/2014/12/pearson-education.html&psig=AFQjCNEOfDoCu6Jd0vbpaBosCBXafuf6hg&ust=1474597791512188
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiqhayr6NbTAhVq04MKHTr7A9kQjRwIBw&url=http://www.prweb.com/releases/2013/4/prweb10613105.htm&psig=AFQjCNG7jSnxssNEWeGnxc99TSfgd3cytQ&ust=1494007103059236
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiqhayr6NbTAhVq04MKHTr7A9kQjRwIBw&url=http://www.prweb.com/releases/2013/4/prweb10613105.htm&psig=AFQjCNG7jSnxssNEWeGnxc99TSfgd3cytQ&ust=1494007103059236


Please see my website for more resources for 
this session: www.mariemasterson.com

ÁDetailed strategies for positive guidance

ÁHandouts for families

Á¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ session handout with language, 
teaching, and behavior guidance strategies

Resources to Grow!

http://www.mariemasterson.com/
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How can you balance play-based, child-centered 
approaches and teacher-directed approaches?

Child 
Centered

Teacher 
Directed
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It helps to define child-centered teaching as:  

The level and type of support provided 
by teachers in response to the needs of children. 

We think about WHAT to teach ςmore than we think 
about the best HOW to teach. The question to ask is:

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ                                        
ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΚέ
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Child 
Discovery

Child 
Directed

Shared  
Learning

Teacher 
Guided

Teacher 
Directed

The purpose of learning, type of support, and focus of the activity 
varies. But in each approach, teachers and children are active and 
engaged partners in learning. Lƴ ŜŀŎƘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ 
must be carefully planned and intentionally carried out. 
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In child discovery, children are active explorers. The 
role of the teacher is to:

ÁPrepare the setting. 

ÁObserve with purpose and document actively. 

ÁEnsure appropriate challenge.

ÁIntervene only when safety or frustration are 
present. 

ÁWhen? Building, imaginative solitary                 play, 
construction, task-oriented play.

Child-
Discovery 
Learning
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In child-directed learning, children are active designers. 
The role of the teacher is to: 

ÁPrepare the setting. 

ÁScaffold and support learning. 

ÁStimulate emerging skills. 

ÁIncrease complexity and challenge.

ÁIntroduce and extend concepts.

ÁEnhance vocabulary.

ÁWhen? Dramatic/exploratory play.                           

Child-
Directed 
Learning
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In shared or emergent curriculum, children are engaged 
investigators. The role of the teacher is to: 

ÁPrepare the setting. 

ÁListen and document questions.

ÁProvide additional information and materials. 

ÁGuide project learning (e.g., testing ideas, extending, 
and sharing learning).

Shared 
Learning



Shared 
Learning

Primetime Teaching

Shared/emergent curriculum is vital for all programs: 

ÁFirst: In response ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
wonderings in daily teaching moments. 

ÁSecond: During week-long or short-term projects.

ÁThird: In extended investigations for deeper learning.
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In teacher-guidedlearning, children are active 
participants. The role of the teacher is to: 

ÁIntroduce or reinforce new skills.

ÁDemonstrate and scaffold learning.

ÁFacilitate cooperative activities.

ÁWhen? With new activities, concepts, and materials. 

Teacher-
Guided 

Learning
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In teacher-directedlearning, children are active 
learners. The role of the teacher is to: 

ÁTeach and model new skills. 

ÁLead or facilitate mini-lessons, games, or small and 
large group interactive activities. 

ÁWhen? Content mini-lessons, reading, math games 

and math talk.
Teacher-
Guided 

Learning
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Child 
Discovery

Child 
Directed

Shared  
Learning

Teacher 
Guided

Teacher 
Directed

Each approach can be used intentionally from Pre-K ς
third grade to promote learning throughout the day. 

activities. 



New York teachers have access to: 

ÁProgressions for Common Core State 
Standards in Mathematics. These 
provide what content and how to teach.

ÁGlossary of Verbs. This shows you how 
to frame questions. 

ÁBlueprints for English Language 
Learners and Dual Language Learners. 

ÁStandards and the Instructional Cycle.

ÁEarly Learning Guidelines.

Primetime Teaching



How can you promote these concepts, 
skills, and vocabulary:

1. During content area teaching?

2. During play?

3. During daily activities? 

Primetime Teaching

Content 
area 

teaching
Play

Daily 
Activities



NYS Early Learning Guidelines**

Physical development, health, and well-being 
ÁPhysical fitness, coordination, and integration of body 

systems
ÁPersonal care and hygiene
ÁSafety, rules, and self-care
ÁHealthy nutrition and physical habits
ÁFine and gross motor skills

**All slide content depicting guidelines is partial. Please see the 
NYS Early Learning Guidelines for complete information. 



NYS Early Learning Guidelines

Social and emotional development 

ÁRelationships: Empathy, perspective-taking, 
resilience

ÁEmotion competence: Identify and manage emotions

ÁCommunication: Cooperate, collaborate, problem-
solve 

ÁAppreciating diversity: Respect similarities and 
differences; develops increased understanding

ÁSelf-concept, self-control, self-efficacy: Develop 
confidence as learner and active agent in learning



NYS Early Learning Guidelines

Approaches to learning

ÁDispositions and motivations for learning.

ÁExecutive function and self-regulation skills.

ÁInitiative, persistence and attentiveness.

ÁOverlaps with language, physical, social-emotional, 
and cognitive processing.



NYS Early Learning Guidelines 

Cognition and general knowledge

ÁCausation: Cause and effect 

ÁCritical and analytic thinking: Building on new 
knowledge

ÁRepresentational thought: Using symbols and 
distinguishing fantasy and reality



Mathematics:

ÁNumber concepts and language in play and daily life: 
One-to-one correspondence, cardinality and 
sequencing, identifying patterns, comparing shapes, 
more/less, etc.

ÁAttributes of objects and vocabulary: Color, size, 
shape, length, and weight (small, big, heavy, light). 

ÁSpatial skills and position words:Relationships of 
objects and self (over, under, up, down, next to). 

ÁRepresenting: Numbers, quantities, data, ideas.

NYS Early Learning Guidelines 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǘŜƳǎΤ ƛǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ 
understanding throughout the day. 



Science: 

ÁThinking processes: Why, how, and what if questions, 
predictions; gather, explore, and interpret 
information

ÁRepresents data: Pictures, graphics, charts, symbols 

ÁIdentifies patterns:Interact with nature and growing 
things and take responsibility for the environment 

ÁExplores cause and effect: Explore impact of force 
and simple chemical reactions 

ÁUses science tools: Explore and document the world 
and learn how things work 

NYS Early Learning Guidelines 



Social studies: History, geography, economics, ecology
ÁDeveloping awareness: Understand self in social 

context. 
ÁExploring community: Similarities and differences
ÁExploring people: Community life including needs, 

wants, and services
ÁRepresentation: Use drawings and symbols, 

understand change over time, participate in dramatic 
play and storytelling
ÁDemocratic participation: Understand roles, rights, 

and responsibilities, civic responsibility

NYS Early Learning Guidelines 



Visual arts, music, drama, and movement arts 

ÁAesthetic engagement: Variety of forms, mediums, 
and genres 

ÁAesthetic expression: Creative arts experiences as 
personal, creative, cultural, and social 

ÁAesthetic performance: Group collaboration and 
creative projects 

ÁUses tools and materials: Artistic, musical, dramatic, 
and creative forms

NYS Early Learning Guidelines 



NYS Early Learning Guidelines 

Language, communication, and literacy 

ÁMulti-lingual development:Linguistic & cultural 
strengths 

ÁCommunication: Oral and written, symbols, & signs, 
conventions, word/sentence forms, parts of speech

ÁLanguage play: Word games, rhyming, patterns, letter 
sounds, blending and segmenting, phonemic and 
phonetic awareness

ÁLiteracy: Book reading & books for information

ÁExpression: New vocabulary, retell stories, dictate and 
caption, use written words as communication



1. Is the learning your children experience 
adequately challenging? 

2. How can you pack content-concepts into play-
scenarios, materials, and activities? 

3. What can you do to increase the contact zone 
for learning throughout the day? 

tǊƛƳŜǘƛƳŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΥ [ŜǘΩǎ ¢ŀƭƪ



Resources to Grow!
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QUESTIONS?

Get in touch with me:
www.mariemasterson.com


